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INTRODUCTION

District courts in the state of Michigan have jurisdiction over misdemeanor offenses, both
criminal and traffic, and civil infraction actions. By statute, the district court is authorized to
impose financial sanctions for a violation of the law. There are a number of statutes that
govern the imposition of financial sanctions, as well as the distribution of monies collected from
financial sanctions imposed by the court. Some statutes allow for judicial discretion, whereas
others require that the court impose a financial sanction in an amount as set forth in the
statute. In addition, there are statutes that allow for the waiver of financial assessments and
some statutes that specifically prohibit any such waiver. In some cases, a judge might
determine a defendant to be indigent, resulting in a waiver of a financial assessment.
The district court has jurisdiction over general civil cases up to $25,000, summary proceeding
cases, and small claims cases. By statute, a plaintiff is required to pay a filing fee for the
initiation of a new suit, unless deemed indigent by the court. In addition, there are other fees,
such as motions fees and fees for post-judgment collection actions. The distribution of these
fees is governed by various statutes.
There are specific statutes that govern the assessment, collection, and distribution of monies
receipted by the court; some are straightforward, whereas others have complex formulas. The
number, variation, and manner in which the statutes are written can make it extremely difficult
to comprehend how money is assessed, collected and distributed by the district court. This
primer is designed to provide the reader with a basic understanding of the assessment,
collection, and distribution of money in the district court.

-

Michael J. Dillon
55th District Court Administrator

STATE REIMBURSEMENTS
State Judges Supplement
MCL 600.8202
The state is required to reimburse the district funding unit or units the amount that the unit or
units have paid to the judge.
•

$45,744/judge in 2017.

Juror Compensation Reimbursement Fund
MCL 600.151d
Reimbursement for mileage and attendance rates paid to jurors.
•
•
•

Funded from driver license clearance fees ($45). MCL 257.321a
• $15 Secretary of State; $15 Funding Unit; $15 Juror Compensation Fund
Funded from Jury Demand Fees ($50). MCL 600.8371
• $40 funding unit; $10 Juror Compensation Fund
Funded by investment income credited to the fund by the state treasurer..

Drunk Driving Caseflow Assistance Fund
MCL 257.625h
Funded to promote the timely disposition of drunk driving cases.
•

•
•

Funded from the collection of revenue from $125 license reinstatement fees
MCL 257.320e(1)
• $85 distributed to Department of State;
• $30 distributed to the Drunk Driving Assistance Fund;
• $10 distributed to the Drunk Driving Prevention Fund.
Funded by investment income credited to the fund by the state treasurer.
The state court administrator distributes monies from the funds annually to district and
municipal courts.

Drug Case Info Management Fund
MCL 257.323d
Funded to promote the timely management and reporting of drug convictions to the Secretary
of State.
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•

•

Funded from the collection of revenue from license reinstatement fees ($125).
MCL 257.320e(3)
• $95 Department of State;
• $30 Drug Case Management Fund
The state court administrator distributes monies from the funds annually to district and
municipal courts.
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FINES
Penal & Civil Fine (Statute)
A penal fine is imposed for the violation of a penal law of this state and a civil fine is imposed
for a civil infraction violation of this state.
•
•
•
•
•

100% of the penal fine is distributed for the support of public libraries
Michigan Constitution of 1963, Article 8, Section 9; MCL 397.36; MCL 600.9379(1)(a);
600.8831; 257.909(1)
Penal fine (misdemeanor) is discretionary, except for some offenses that have a
statutory minimum.
Traffic penal fine (misdemeanor) is discretionary with a $100 maximum, unless set forth
otherwise by law. MCL 257.901(2)
Traffic civil fine (civil infractions) is discretionary with $100 maximum, unless set forth
otherwise by law. MCL 257.907(2)
Traffic civil fine is doubled for a traffic violation in a work zone, emergency scene, or
school zone. MCL 257.601b(1)

Ordinance Fine:
An ordinance fine is imposed for a violation of a municipality’s ordinance.
•

•

•
•
•
•

1/3 of an ordinance fine is distributed to the political subdivision whose ordinance was
violated. Remaining 2/3 of the fine is retained by the court’s funding unit. MCL 117.31;
41.183(6); 66.13 90.13; 600.8379;
All ordinance fines collected or received by a municipal court or the traffic and
ordinance division of the recorder's court of the city of Detroit, for or on account of
violations of the charter or ordinances of the city, shall be paid over to the city
treasurer.
Ordinance criminal fine (misdemeanor) is discretionary with a $500 maximum, unless
otherwise set forth by law. MCL 41.183(5); 46.10b(5); 66.2(50); 89.2(5) 117.3(k)
Ordinance traffic fine (misdemeanor) is discretionary with $100 maximum, unless
otherwise set forth by law. MCL 257.901(2)
Ordinance traffic civil fine (civil infractions) is discretionary with $100 maximum, unless
otherwise set forth by law. MCL 257.907(2)
Ordinance traffic civil fine is doubled for traffic violations in a work zone, emergency
scene, or school zone. MCL 257.601b(1)
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COSTS
Costs (Court Costs)
MCL 769.1K
Costs may be assessed for 1) any cost authorized by statute; and 2) until October 17, 2020,
costs may be assessed for any cost reasonably related to the actual costs incurred by the trial
court without separately calculating those costs involved in the particular case. Costs include,
but are not limited to, the following:
a) Salaries and benefits for relevant court personnel.
b) Goods and services necessary for the operation of the court.
c) Necessary expenses for the operation and maintenance of court buildings and facilities.
•
•

•
•
•
•

All costs for statute violations are distributed to the court’s funding unit.
MCL 600.8379(1)(b)
1/3 of the costs for an ordinance violation is distributed to the political subdivision
whose ordinance was violated. The remaining 2/3 of the costs is retained by the court’s
funding unit. MCL 600.8379 (1)(c)
Costs are discretionary, unless set forth otherwise by statute.
Costs for traffic civil infractions are discretionary with a $100 maximum, unless
otherwise set forth by statute. MCL 257.907(4)
Costs for state civil infractions are discretionary with a maximum of $500.
MCL 600.8827(3)
Costs for municipal civil infractions are discretionary with a maximum of $500.
MCL 600.8727(3)

State Costs - Justice System Assessment (see Appendix A)
MCL 769.1j(1)(b); 769.1k(1)(b)
State cost assessed for all misdemeanor convictions and all civil infraction judgments.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assessed on statute and ordinance violations.
100% distributed to the state of Michigan.
$40 - Traffic Civil Infraction. MCL 257.907(13); MCL 600.8381(5)
$10 - Nontraffic Civil Infraction. MCL 600.8827(4); MCL 600.8727(4)
$50 – Misdemeanor. MCL 769.1j(1)(b); MCL 600.8381(4)
Monies distributed to Justice System Fund. MCL 600.181 (see Appendix)
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Recovery Costs
MCL 769.1f; MCL 769.1g
Costs ordered for reimbursement to the state or a local unit of government for expenses
incurred in relation to the incident that resulted in a conviction, including, but not limited to,
expenses for an emergency response and expenses for prosecuting the person.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Operating While Intoxicated (OWI). MCL 257.625(1),(3),(4),(5),(6) & (7)
Operating a CMV with Presence of Alcohol. MCL 257.625m
OWI – Snowmobile. MCL 324.82127
OWI – ORV. MCL 324.81134
OWI – Watercraft. MCL 324.80176
Operating a Locomotive with Presence of Alcohol/Controlled Substance. MCL 462.353
False Report of Crime/False Report of Medical or Emergency Situation. MCL 750.411a
Rioting, Unlawful Assembly, or Civil Disorder on College Campus. MCL 769.1(1)(b)
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FEES & ASSESSMENTS
A fee is a specific assessment authorized by statute for a specific purpose. Except for a few
fees, which are discretionary with the court, the amount of a fee is set by statute.
Crime Victim Rights Fund
MCL 780.905
•
•
•

$75 Assessment on all misdemeanor convictions.
One assessment per case, regardless of the number of counts.
Disbursement
• 90% - State of Michigan
• 10% - local funding unit

Driver’s License Clearance Fee
MCL 257.321a
•
•

$45 fee to clear a driver’s license suspended by the court
Disbursement
• $30 - State to the state
• $15 - Juror Compensation Fund
• $15 - Secretary of State
• $15 - local funding unit

Conservation Violation Fees:
MCL 324.1609; MCL 324.40119; MCL 324.48740
Fee assessed for the violation of conservation statutes or administrative orders
•

•
•
•

$10 - DNR Judgment Fee (all game and fish violations) MCL 324.1609
• Distributed to the State of Michigan (Fish and Game Protection Fund)
MCL 324.43702
DNR Reimbursement Fee - Protected Animal/Fish (illegal possessing, selling, purchasing
or killing of game, protected animals, or fish) MCL 324.40119; MCL 324.48740
Fee varies by animal/fish.
Distributed to the State of Michigan Fish and Game Protection Account of the Michigan
Conservation and Recreation Legacy Fund. Michigan Constitution of 1963, Article 9,
Section 40
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20% Late Fee
MCL 600.4803
Fee assessed for delinquent accounts.
•
•

20% fee imposed on the balance of any misdemeanor or civil infraction case which has
aged 56 days.
100% retained by the local funding unit.

Cost to Compel Appearance Fee
MCL 769.1k(2); MCL 257.729; MCL 600.9735; MCL 600.8835
Cost to compel appearance fee is assessed to offset the costs of commanding the appearance
of a defendant in court.
•
•
•

Fee is determined by judicial discretion or court policy
100% retained by the court’s funding unit
Includes civil infraction default fee, show cause fee and bench warrant fee.

Court Appointed Counsel Fee
MCL 769.1k(1)(iv); MCR 6.005(C)
If a defendant is able to pay part of the cost of a lawyer, the court may require contribution to
the cost of providing a lawyer and may establish a plan for collecting the contribution.
•
•

Fee is discretionary.
Distributed to local funding unit.

Drug Court Participation Fee
MCL 600.1070(4)
Fee assessed for participation in a drug court program.
•
•

Fee must be reasonably related to cost of program.
Distributed to local funding unit.
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FORENSIC LAB/DNA ASSESSMENT FEE
MCL 28.176(5)
Fee assessed for the collection of a DNA sample and testing.
•
•
•

$60 fee.
Specific misdemeanors only.
Distributed to:
• 65% to State of Michigan - Justice System Fund
• 25% to the law enforcement agency that collected the sample
• 10% to local funding unit

No Proof of Insurance Fee MCL
257.328(3)(c)
Fee assessed if a defendant submits proof to the court that the motor vehicle had insurance at
the time the violation occurred.
•
•
•

$25 fee.
No other fines and costs may be assessed.
Distributed to local funding unit.

Probation Fees
MCL 771.3
•

Oversight Fee - $35/month supervision and monitoring fee assessed to defendants on
probation.
• Fee is discretionary; set by the court.
• Distributed to the local funding unit.

•

Screening & Assessment Fee - $75 fee assessed for a substance abuse assessment
conducted by the probation department
• Discretionary; set by the court.
• Distributed to the local funding unit.

•

Presentence Investigation Fee - $100 fee assessed for the completion of a presentence
report.
• Discretionary; set by the court.
• Distributed to the local funding unit.
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RESTITUTION
MCL 769.1a(2); MCL 769.3; MCL 771.3(1)(e) MCL 780.826(2)
Restitution: Restitution is ordered to be paid to any person or entity that suffers direct physical
or financial harm as a result of a misdemeanor violation.
•

50% of any payment made is be applied to restitution, until such time restitution is
paid in full and/or all financial sanctions have been satisfied. MCL 775.22(2)
• An order to pay restitution remains in effect for lifetime or until paid in full. An order
of restitution may be enforced by the prosecuting attorney, a victim, a victim's estate,
or any other person or entity named in the order to receive the restitution in the same
manner as a judgment in a civil action or a lien. MCL 769.1a(13)
• Money is held in escrow by the court.
• Payable to:
• Victim;
• Victim’s estate; or
• Crime Victim Rights Fund if victim cannot be located or refuses to claim restitution

9

COLLECTION OF FINES AND COSTS
Payment Due at Assessment
MCR 1.110
Fines, costs, and other financial sanctions imposed by the court to be paid at the time of the
assessment, except when the court allows otherwise for good cause shown. When good cause
is shown a payment due date is set by the court.
WAIVER OF FINANCIAL ASSESSMENTS
Traffic Citations
MCL 257.907; MCL 901a
Some statutes allow for the waiver of the financial assessment if a traffic citation has been
issued, and the violation for which the citation was issued has been corrected and evidence
shown to the court.
•
•
•
•
•

MCL 257.223 Failure to show proof of a valid registration. MCL 257.907(15)
MCL 257.683 Equipment violation. MCL 257.907(9)
257.710d Child restraint violation. MCL 257.907(12)
257.311 Fail to display valid license. MCL 257.901a
257.328 No proof of insurance. MCL 257.907(16) Upon proof being shown that the
vehicle was insured at the time of the offense, the court may assess a $25.00 fee which
is to be retained by the court’s funding unit.

Defendant as Indigent – Prior to the Imposition of Sentence
If a court, prior to sentencing a defendant, determines that the defendant is indigent, the court
shall not impose a financial sanction except for the following conditions:
•
•

Crime Victim Rights Assessment (CVRA), if applicable. MCL 780.905
State Costs – Minimum State Costs & Justice System Assessment must be assessed if the
court imposes an the CVRA and an order of restitution. MCL 769.1j requires a court to
assess the mandatory state costs when a person convicted of an offense is ordered to
pay any combination of a fine, costs, or applicable assessments. The imposition of
the CVRA and restitution constitutes a combination of assessments.
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Defendant as Indigent – After the Imposition of Sentence
If a defendant has been sentenced and financial sanctions have been imposed, the court upon
finding the defendant indigent, may waive any financial assessment, except for the assessments
listed below. The court is not granted the authority to waive the assessments once imposed.
•
•
•
•
•

Crime Victim Rights Assessment MCL 780.905
State Costs - Minimum State Costs MCL 769.1j (see note below)
State Costs - Justice System Assessment MCL 769.1j (see note below)
Restitution
Driver’s License Clearance Fee

NOTE: Under MCL 771.3(6)(b), State Costs can be waived if a defendant was sentenced to
probation and financial sanctions imposed.
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FINANCIAL ASSESSMENT & DISTRIBUTION – EXAMPLES
1. Defendant admits responsibility to citation issued by the Michigan State Police for Speeding
5 MPH Over - Total Financial Sanction = $120 (statute violation)
Sanction
Fee - Judicial System Assessment
Penal Fine
Costs

Amount
$40
$15
$65

Distributed
State of Michigan
Library
Ingham County

****
2. Defendant admits responsibility to citation issued by Mason City Police Department for
Speeding 5 MPH Over - Total Financial Sanction = $120 (ordinance violation)
Sanction
Fee - Judicial System Assessment
Costs

Amount
$40
$80

Distributed
State of Michigan
Ingham County/City of Mason

Cost split between Ingham County $53.60 (2/3) and City of Mason $26.40 (1/3)
****
3. Defendant pleads guilty to assault & battery domestic. Total Assessment = $580
Sanction
Fee – Minimum State Costs
Penal Fine
Costs
Crime Victim Rights Assessment

Amount
$50
$80
$375
$75

Distributed
State of Michigan
Library
Ingham County
State of Michigan

4. Defendant pleads guilty to Domestic Violence and sentenced to probation for a period of 12
months – Total Financial Sanction - $1,000 (statute violation)
Sanction
Amount
Fee – Minimum State Costs
$50
Penal Fine
$80
Costs
$375
Crime Victim Rights Assessment
$75
Probation Oversight Fee ($35/mo) $420

Distributed
State of Michigan
Library
Ingham County
State of Michigan
Ingham County
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5. Defendant admits responsibility to operating a personal watercraft (PWC) without a
personal flotation device (PFD) (state civil infraction). Total Financial Sanction - $90
Sanction
Fee – Justice System Assessment
Penal Fine
Costs

Amount
$10
$20
$60

Distributed
State of Michigan
Library
Ingham County
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CIVIL FILING FEES
General Civil Filing Fee
MCL 600.8371
Fee assessed for the commencement of a general civil suit. Money transmitted to the state is
deposited in the Civil Filing Fee Fund. MCL 600.171 (see Appendix B)
Claim

Fee

Distributed to:

Up to $600

$25

$11 – Funding Unit
$14 – State of Michigan

Over $600 up to $1,750

$45

$17 – Funding Unit
$28 – State of Michigan

Over $1,750 up to $10,000

$65

$23 – Funding Unit
$42 – State of Michigan

Over $10,000

$150

$31 – Funding Unit
$119 – State of Michigan

Claim of than money judgment

$65

$23 – Funding Unit
$42 – Civil Filing Fee Fund

Small Claims Filing Fee
MCL 600.8420
Fee assessed for the commencement of a small claims suit. Money transmitted to the state is
deposited in the Civil Filing Fee Fund. MCL 600.171 (see Appendix B)

Claim

Fee

Distributed to:

Up to $600

$25

$11 – Funding Unit
$14 – Civil Filing Fee Fund

Over $600 up to $1,750

$45

$17 – Funding Unit
$28 – Civil Filing Fee Fund

Over $1,750 *

$65

$23 – Funding Unit
$42 – Civil Filing Fee Fund
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Summary Proceeding Filing Fee
MCL 600.5756; MCL 600.8371
Fee assessed for the commencement of a summary proceedings suit. Money transmitted to
the state is deposited in the Civil Filing Fee Fund. MCL 600.171 (see Appendix B)
Claim

Fee

Distributed to:

Claim for possession of premises

$45

$17 – Funding Unit
$28 – Civil Filing Fee Fund

Up to $600

$25

$11 – Funding Unit
$14 – Civil Filing Fee Fund

Over $600 up to $1,750

$45

$17 – Funding Unit
$28 – Civil Filing Fee Fund

Over $1,750 up to $10,000

$65

$23 – Funding Unit
$42 – Civil Filing Fee Fund

Over $10,000

$150

$31 – Funding Unit
$119 – Civil Filing Fee Fund

Supplemental Filing fee for Money Judgment

Electronic Filing System Fee
MCL 600.1986
Funds deposited into the Judicial Electronic Filing Fund to establish a statewide electronic filing
system and supporting technology. Begin March 1, 2016 – End 2/28/2021. MCL 600.1993
Claim

Fee

Distributed to:

Small Claims Actions

$5

State of Michigan
(Judicial Electronic Filing Fund)

All Civil Actions*, including actions for
summary proceeding

$10

State of Michigan
(Judicial Electronic Filing Fund)

$20.00 for civil actions if a claim for
money damages is joined with a claim
for relief other than money damages

$20

State of Michigan
(Judicial Electronic Filing Fund)
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CIVIL MOTION FEES
MCL 600.8371(10)
Fee assessed for filing a motion in a civil case.
•
•
•

Any application by any name (e.g., motion, petition, application, request, etc.) that is
made to the court or judge for the purpose of obtaining a ruling, order, or act to be
directed in favor of the applicant. MCR 2.119(G)(1)
$20 fee.
Distributed to:
• $10 State Court Fund. (see Appendix C)
• $10 local funding unit.

Jury Demand Fee
MCL 600.8371(9)
If a trial by jury is demanded, the party making the demand pays the fee.
•
•

$50 fee.
Distributed to:
• $40 Funding Unit.
• $10 Juror Compensation Fund. MCL 600.151d

Post-Judgment Collection Fees
MCL 600.8371(10)
Fee assessed for post-judgment collection actions.
•

•

$15 Fee
• Writ of Garnishment.
• Writ of Attachment.
• Writ of Execution.
• Judgment Debtor Discovery Subpoena.
Distributed to local funding unit.
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MISCELLANEOUS FEES
Appeal Fee
MCL 600.6536
In every criminal or civil appeal from district court the appellant must pay an appeal fee.
•
•

$25 fee.
Distributed to local funding unit.

Marriage Fee
MCL 600.8316(1)
Fee assessed for wedding ceremonies performed by district judge/magistrate.
•
•

$10 fee.
Distributed to local funding unit.

NSF Check Costs
MCR 8.106(E)
A court may assess costs for reasonable expenses incurred for checks returned to the court due
to insufficient funds.
•

Distributed to local funding unit.

Interpreter Fees
MCR 1.111(F)(5)
If a party is financially able to pay for interpretation costs, the court may order the party to
reimburse the court for all or a portion of interpretation costs.
•

Distributed to local funding unit.
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APPENDIX A
JUSTICE SYSTEM FUND
MCL 600.181
Funded by the collection of revenue from court assessments and costs designated by law for
deposit in the fund and by investment income credited to the fund by the state treasurer.

ANNUAL DISBURSEMENTS TO:
•

Michigan State Police ($10/Traffic CI + 40.85% balance of fund)
•
•
•
•

•

Human Services (4.5% balance of fund)
•

•
•

Sexual Assault Victims’ Medical Forensic Intervention and Treatment Fund (2.65%
of balance of fund) MCL 400.1533
Children’s advocacy Fund (1.85% balance of the fund) MCL 722.1043

Corrections (11.84% balance of Fund)
•

•

Secondary Road Patrol and Training Fund ($10/traffic civil infraction)
MCL 257.629e
Highway Safety Fund (23.66% balance of fund) MCL 257.629e
Michigan Justice Training Fund (11.84 % balance of fund)
MCL 18.422
State Forensic Lab/DNA (5.35% balance of fund MCL 12.203

Jail Reimbursement Fund MCL 257.629e

Judiciary (40.73% balance of Fund)
•
•
•
•

Drug Treatment Courts (2.73% balance of fund) MCL 600.185
State Court Fund (12.69% balance of fund) MCL 600.151a
Court Equity Fund (24.33% balance of fund) MCL 600.151b
State Court Administrative Office (0.98 balance of fund)
MCL 600.181(3)(x)

•

Legislative Retirement Fund (1.10 % balance of fund) MCL 38.1001

•

Treasury (0.98% balance of fund) MCL 600.181(3)(ix
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Justice System Fund
Civil Infraction - $40
Amount Total

%

MICHIGAN STATE POLICE
Secondary Road Patrol
Highway Safety Fund
Justice Training Fund
State Forensic Lab/DNA

$10.00
$7.10
$3.55
$1.61

$22.26

23.66%
11.84%
5.35%
40.85%

HUMAN SERVICES
Sexual Assault Victims’ Medical Forensic Intervention
and Treatment Fund
Child Advocacy Fund

$0.80
$0.56

$1.35

2.65%
1.85%

CORRECTIONS
Jail Reimbursement Program Fund

$3.55

$3.55

11.84% 11.84%

JUDICIARY
Drug Court Treatment
State Court Fund
Court Equity Fund
State Court Administrative Office

$0.82
$3.81
$7.30
$0.29

$12.22

2.73%
12.69%
24.33%
0.98%
40.73%

Legislative Retirement Fund

$0.33

$0.33

1.10%

1.10%

State Treasury (for monitoring)

$0.29

$0.29

0.98%

0.98%

TOTAL

$40.00
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% Total

4.50%

100.00%

Justice System Fund
Misdemeanor - $50

MICHIGAN STATE POLICE
Secondary Road Patrol
Highway Safety Fund
Justice Training Fund
State Forensic Lab/DNA

Amount Total

%

% Total

$0.00
$11.83
$5.92
$2.68

$20.43

23.66%
11.84%
5.35%
40.85%

HUMAN SERVICES
Sexual Assault Victims’ Medical Forensic Intervention
and Treatment Fund
Child Advocacy Fund

$1.33
$0.93

$2.25

2.65%
1.85%

CORRECTIONS
Jail Reimbursement Program Fund

$5.92

$5.92

11.84% 11.84%

JUDICIARY
Drug Court Treatment
State Court Fund
Court Equity Fund
State Court Administrative Office

$1.37
$6.35
$12.17
$0.49

$20.37

2.73%
12.69%
24.33%
0.98%
40.73%

Legislative Retirement Fund

$0.55

$0.55

1.10%

1.10%

State Treasury (for monitoring)

$0.29

$0.49

0.98%

0.98%

TOTAL

$50.00
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4.50%

100.00%

APPENDIX B
CIVIL FILING FUND
MCL 600.171
Funded by the collection of revenue from court filing fees (civil cases) designated by law for
deposit in the fund and by investment income credited to the fund by the state treasurer.

ANNUAL DISBURSEMENTS TO:
•

Judiciary (73% of fund)
•

State Court Fund (48.5% of fund) MCL 600.151a

•

Court Equity Fund (8.2% of fund) MCL 600.151b

•

Judicial Technology Improvement Fund (11.1% of fund) MCL 600.175

•

Community Dispute Resolution Fund (5.2% of fund MCL 691.1554

•

Judges Retirement System (24% of fund) Judge Retirement Act of 1992

•

Legislative Retirement Fund (1.5% of fund) Legislative Retirement System Act

•

State General Fund (1.5% of fund)
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APPENDIX C
STATE COURT FUND
MCL 600.151a

RECEIVED FROM:
•

Justice System Fund MCL 600.181
•

Justice System Assessment ($40 civil Infraction & $10 state civil infraction)

•

Minimum State Costs ($50 misdemeanor & $68 felony)

•

Civil Filing Fee Fund (civil filing fees - varies) MCL 600.171

•

Probate Court Fees MCL 600.880b

•

Service Fee on FOC Payments MCL 600.2538

DISTRIBUTED TO JUDICIARY:
•

Court Equity Fund (First 1.6 million + 76% of balance of fund) MCL 600.151b

•

Indigent civil legal assistance (23% of balance of fund) MCL 600.1485

•

State Court Administrative Office (1% of balance of fund)
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APPENDIX D
COURT FEE FUND
MCL 38.2217

RECEIVED FROM:
•

Judge Retirement System Judge Retirement Act of 1992
•

Amount less than amount needed for actuary.

DISTRIBUTED TO JUDICIARY
•

Court Equity Fund (not to exceed 2.2 million) MCL 38.2217(1)

•

Operational Expenses MCL 38.2217(1)
•

Salaries of trial court judges other than judges of the district court.
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APPENDIX E
COURT EQUITY FUND
MCL 600.151b

RECEIVED FROM:
•

Justice System Fund MCL 600.181
•

Justice System Assessment ($40 civil Infraction & $10 state civil infraction)

•

Minimum State Costs ($50 misdemeanor & $68 felony)

•

State Court Fund MCL 600.151a

•

Court Fee Fund MCL 38.2217

•

Civil Filing Fee Fund (civil filing fees - varies) MCL 600.171

•

State General Fund

DISTRIBUTED TO:
•

83 Michigan Counties
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APPENDIX F
JUSTICE SYSTEM FUND to COURT EQUITY FUND
COURT EQUITY FUND
RECEIVED FROM:
Justice System Fund
Civil Filing Fund
State Court Fund
Court Fee Fund
DISTRIBUTED TO:
Michigan Counties (83)

STATE COURT FUND
RECEIVED FROM:
Justice System Fund
Civil Filing Fee Fund
Transmittals from trial courts (probate)
Service Fees - FOC Payments
DISTRIBUTED TO:
Judiciary
Court Equity Fund

Indigent Civil legal assistance
State Court Administrative Office

JUSTICE SYSTEM FUND
Civil Infractions, Misdemeanors
and Felonies
RECEIVED FROM:
Transmittals from trial courts
DISTRIBUTED TO:
State Police
Corrections
Human Services
Legislative Retirement System
Treasury
Judiciary
Drug Treatment Courts
State Court Fund
Court Equity Fund

State Court Administrative Office
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APPENDIX G
CIVIL FILING FEE FUND to COURT EQUITY FUND
COURT EQUITY FUND
RECEIVED FROM:
Justice System Fund
Civil Filing Fund
State Court Fund
Court Fee Fund
DISTRIBUTED TO:

COURT FEE FUND
RECEIVED FROM:
Judges’ Retirement System
DISTRIBUTED TO:
Court Equity Fund
Judicial Salaries, except district judges

STATE COURT FUND
RECEIVED FROM:
Justice System Fund
Civil Filing Fee Fund
Transmittals from trial courts (probate)
Service Fees - FOC Payments

JUDGES’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM
RECEIVED FROM:
Civil Filing Fee Fund

DISTRIBUTED TO:
Judiciary
Court Equity Fund
Indigent Civil legal assistance
State Court Administrative Office

DISTRIBUTED TO:
Judges’ Retirement System - amount
needed according to actuary
Judiciary
Court Fee Fund

CIVIL FILING FEE FUND
RECEIVED FROM:
Trial Court Filing Fees
DISTRIBUTED TO:
Judiciary
State Court Fund
Court Equity Fund
Judicial Technology Improvement Fund
Community Dispute Resolution Program
State General Fund
Judges’ Retirement System
Legislative Retirement Fund
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